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DETAILED ACTION 



s Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

^SX^J^.^ P Uf P oses ° f * is lection of an app.ication flZd UiSSlSS^ 



2. 



Claims 106-1 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Lackritz et al. (US 6,724,968). 

Respect to claims 106, Lackritz discloses a method comprising: depositing one 
or more of the lower cladding core layer, upper cladding layer and heating treating via 
radiation one or more of the lower cladding, the core and the upper cladding without 
exposing the substrate to atmosphere following the deposition thereof (col. 26 lines 34 
to col. 7 line 8; Figure 8). 

Respect to claim 1 07, Lackritz discloses depositing the core layer and forming a 
light propagating channels in the core. Respect to claims 108-1 12, Lackritz discloses to 
cure or using a thermal process (read "heat treated") the lower cladding, the core and 
the upper cladding without exposing to atmosphere following the deposition thereof col. 
26 lines 34 to col. 7 line 8, Fig 8). Respect claim 1 1 3, Lackritz teaches to deposit an 
encapsulation layer over the upper cladding (col. 27 lines 9-20) 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 71-87, 98-105 are allowed. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The reasons for allowance were discussed in previous office action. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments, with respect to 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph, filed 7- 
26-2003, with respect to claims 106-1 13 have been fully considered and are persuasive. - 
The 35 U.S.C 112, second paragraph of claims 106-113 has been withdrawn. 

6- The applicants argue, "Lackritz et al. describes a method of treating a substrate 
in which a substrate roll is unwound and moved using a system of roller such that it can 
be coated and treated as require to create a web of a multiplayer structure" According 
to applicants, Lackritz does not teach a method comprising "depositing one or more of a 
lower cladding, a core and an upper cladding and without exposing the substrate to 
atmosphere, heat treating one or more of the lower cladding, the core and the upper 
layer following deposition thereof. The examiner disagrees. The examiner 
acknowledges that Lackritz teaches unwind the substrate in the beginning (step 802) 
and wind the substrate at the end of the process using a roller (step 818) (See Fig 8). 
However, Lackritz also teaches to deposit lower cladding, core ,ayer and upper cladding 
layer and to cure these layers after the deposition thereof without exposing to 
atmosphere (See step 806 to step 816 of Fig 8; Note: curing step of Lackritz is 
equivalent with app.icant's "heat treating step"). It is noticed that the app,icants use the 
transitional phrase "comprising". The transitional term "comprising is inclusive or open- 
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ended and does not exclude additional, unrooted elements or method steps (See 
MPEP 21 1 1 .03). The applicants only claim the substrate is not exposed to atmosphere 
between the coating step and heat-treating step. There is no limitation in the claim 
indicates that the substrate will never expose to atmosphere under any circumstances. 
Thus, the examiner still maintains the 35 U.S.C 102 (e) rejections. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh X Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1 469. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday and every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nadine G. Norton can be reached on (571) 272-1465. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair^irect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 



Binh X. Tran 



